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BUSSELTON–MARGARET RIVER REGIONAL AIRPORT EXPANSION 
637. Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS to the Minister for Regional Development: 
I refer to the minister’s answer to my question without notice 561 asked on 7 September and the additional 
information she provided to the house yesterday. 
(1) What civil infrastructure works does the City of Busselton intend to defer? 
(2) Were these works part of the $4 million of postponed works announced by the City of Busselton on 9 June 

this year? 
(3) How much of the state funding for the project has been identified as savings aimed to be returned to the 

state by the state government? 
(4) How much of the proposed savings come from the currently named royalties for regions fund and how 

much comes from Department of Transport funding? 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN replied: 
I thank the member for the question. I feel obliged to warn the member that there are rumours circulating around 
Parliament House today that he was overheard calling the City of Busselton “a bunch of idiots” for agreeing to 
work with the government to make this project more cost-effective. I think very highly of the member and I hope 
that that was not true. 
(1)–(4) The exact works are yet to be confirmed; however, it is likely to include reductions to car parking, 

landscaping and internal roads. As an example, the project included a new car park with over 530 car 
parking bays, which on any analysis will be well in excess of what will be required in the next five, if not 
10 years. Understandably, we are proposing to scale that back. Regarding the level of funding, the 
City of Busselton has made public in the past that it believes it can identify around $4 million of savings 
on the civil works. I would have thought that everyone on this side of the house would like to see that this 
project is brought into operation in the most cost-effective way possible. The idea of building a car park 
and civil works that are well in excess of anything that will be needed within the next five to 10 years is 
of course something that has to be dealt with. I really want to compliment the City of Busselton that has 
been working very well with the state government to ensure that we give this project its best possible 
chance of being a success. 
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